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How often o you do something for néthing that makes
you feel good all over? Answer: Not often. Story: Henry
Lee in our Harvard Class has for the last 50 years, every
years solicited hundreds of us for the bad news about
deaths, good news about grandchildren, bragging and
biographies. Then each half decade he colleeted, cdited,
printed and produced a fat, wonderfully informative Class
history. Monumental job.

‘What did he get for it? Nothing. So
Alan Green' and 1 decided to
acknowledge Henry’s work. No,
no, not a plague. No useless
certificates. Poop on paperweights

s for years, Fine but...how to
get a tree planted in that Boston garden, in the territory
Henry rules and loves without his knowing it ?

Answer: Alan’s extensive real estate dealings with the city
of Boston for decades. Quietly and very cautiously
schmooring the State House authorities, knowing those
who know, Alan arranged it and a month later at the Class
Reunion presented the surprise “done-deed” free to a
flabbergasted Henry, who ruefully admitted his recent
agittion at seeing a ree planted without bis permission

hich made the gift all the more
mwmmg,

PS: Afid check this - Alan got the tree planted so Henry
can see it from his office! Spectacular! Great fun and a
lifetime (actually permanent) gratitude 0 a good man. (For
Boston viewing, the tree and plague are exacty apposite 51
Beacon a hejuncture of the walbways and the wading pond.)

If George Washington never lied, how did he become.
President?

Oh yeah? Yeah!
Ran across an interesting word in a newspaper report:
hudna. Concerns the Israel-Palestine debacle. In spite of
repeated, avowed peace proposals, yet another attack
prompts yet another attack. ‘Round and round it goes.
How come?

My favorite joke of the year
The farmer went 10 the general store

10 buy an anvil, a bucket, a goose and

two chickens ~ which he did. He left

the store struggling. auumv, ©

carry all the items when he
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lady who asked, *Sir? Can you direct me to 1515
Richmond Street?” To which the farmer replied, *It just
so happens I am going right by that addresS but with all
these supplies I am going 10 use a shortcut through the
alley.”

“Oh sit.” replied the maiden, “How do I know you won't
et me in the alley, lift my skirt and ravish me?” “What
says he, “With all these things 'm camrying?” To which
the maiden replies, “You could put down the goose, cover
the goose with the bucket, put the anvil on top of the
bucket and I'll hold the chickens®™
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Notable t0o for appearing as a repeat speaker at Alan
Rosenspan’s bidding for New England Direct Marketing
in concert with my bow-tied, saddle-shoed patter-partner
Brown. Both'of us on stage at the same time,

lines, trading banter and as Alan said, “Best was.

when you were just riffing” (We. rehearsed.) Mat is the
rarest type of speaking partner: adroit; doesn't step on
your lines; split second humor; matches any zany

direction you zag into,

Boston visit (and housing) with Phriend Phred Phinney is
a phrantic fun experience. As was a full day’s boating with
seaworthless Captain Jess Cain. Did New Hampshire to

Raffio’s expanding NEDMA empire and to
‘commune with Concord neighbor, jazz fan-car impresario.
Bob Grappone:

ST G

awaited sale of several
lhuu:.md custom WAYMISH books
0 Advanced Auto Parls, an
though  Jim  Horton,  the
introduction of our new Spanish
edition. [Attention: We'll need some

Hispanic marketing help with this
one, amigos. Advices welcome.]

My last will and testament: I leave my body to Brittany
Spears. If she wants it sooner, she’ll have to come and get

‘The inevitable. I've done so many culogies this year 1
worry it might become a career. And writing both about

One tragedy. Saluting her 15th nmm) grand daughter
Isabel (Izzy), now a 5'8 cauty, celebrated by
attending her favorite Oak] ) r\: o game with 3
femme pals and her handsome step sister Aislynn. In a
postgame hoorah, allthe young people were invited down
on the field to view the firewérks which unfortunaiely
spewed out and zoomed right at the kids rather than
shooting skyward.

Iz got hit in the ear. Time is recommended for natural
healing. So, meantime both young ladies are up on the A
Levels and honors at school and Iz is serious abou tennis
nnd coached by dancer Mom Lisa, s into rap-a-tap tap

racticing shuffle steps in the kitchen, on the
\HIL\\JU T e

Basketball s the best sport, Players are out at night and
they have great overcoats. (Jack Nicholson.)

Locally, the California Beer & Bible
‘Society i boisterous and busling. Our
2003 Fall “Unscheduled, Somewhat
Annual meeting” was held in October
our local Pasadena hangout,
ity's . The Right Ieverent R, Ois
B G oo, tisciound i

Bl R
Knockoff complete with 2 full color digital phumg.«ph\

alias Hispanic name and enitlement o (a) drive a car
without insurance (b) attend a college without charge,
(©) purchase guns and (d) vote. (1 have flashed this phoney

Top event of this LA Jazz group in 2003 was the October

19th ibute to Quincy Jones, the urbane, universal

octopus” of music whose composii

pmdmlmu credits cover the g

reggae, the multi-million seller Michael J

e plus-producing the best selling disc of al time,

that talented choir of gum\ el i
ther to tic

i dxl\\urd th\rlmmg line at his

‘Tribute: “It feels good to get old (hes 70). Then you live

long enough t0 see how things tum out.” Amen. [Wantto

‘get our newsletter? E mail requests will be honored.]

Diversion. A young boy was goin (0 school. The i
at did you see today on the way?

reported the young fellow, “but I think it was ool

“What makes you hink tha?” asked the eacher. “Well

said the youngster, * T pssst in his ear.” “You WH

exploded the teacher. * I leaned over and went "PSst! in

his ear and he didn’t move so I guess he’s dead.”

Sl

Ray Bushnell is a interesting guy
“Other Ray”, as he announces
himself in phone calls, is a whiz
with computers, mailing lists,
merging-purging and all those
electronics mysterious to me. The
rarity with this man is...he never

oy what's needed, he very quietly says, “We can
do that” Nothing else. He stands there. Amazing the
el inspires.

Intrigued, 1 asked, “Don’t you ever say N
said — get this — “You can’t make money saying No.”
Ahbb, the lessons le

Califorians are not politically motivated as long as the
ot tub works (or as long as The new Gov, Ah-rold repeals
the vehicle tax.)

e
book and I need your help. Yes You
The itle is The Greatest Sale.
‘Somewhere in your experience, you
heard about or saw one of th
rare, incredible sales stories, one
Fe e
way. The stranger the twist, the better. That legendary one.

Ibelieve by the way, some of th
Vit - ol o kg
from the sky. Here's mine.

und: I was on the road fresh out

& i ik i i e
el S
S your street. But the Big.
S e
bundle up your clothes from the
aner, hustle them (0 4
R
distict, throw your nice clothes into

describe the gathering of this coll
you once again, Sir Bradbury

And now for the year.

As always it seemed Notable. But then when you enjoy
‘what you do as much as I do, every year is notable — 2003
both for stateside travels and speaking plus Euro reunions
with Pieter Van den Busken and Frits Von Dorst in
Amsterdam, and the delightful invitation from Karl

Skogland to join him, wife Lisa and their Norwegian
interational group for the opening of his brand new
room gem of a hotel in Granada,

(wonderfully private) 25
Spain.

A Palestinian explanation by a Khalil Skikaki: “The
Palestinians were simply not able to respond violently as

Israel resorted to that, the
Palestinians felt that violence had legitimacy. I’s a hudna.
- both sides allow themselves to violate t}e rule once in a.
while.”

‘Once in a while™ Tragic that this is not a war of words
and an exchange of semantics in place of blood, violence
and useless loss of lives.

On the other hand.

Did you know the U S Post
Office has regional staffs that
reads the thousands of letters
addressed (o any version of
“Santa Claus” or to *North
Pole” Yes! Our Santa Ana
(CA) sectional center has 6
such helpful souls who  read,

rt and pass on selected letters o volunteers (0 grant the
wishes of the most deserving. USPS Consumer Affirs'
Linda Dalton admits ics a daunting task and says there
are three categories: cute, sad and a few downright greedy.
She laughed at the  post script blackmail one tot added:
“PS. Here are some M&Ms for you and Mrs. Claus.”
Never (00 500 10 learn how (0 do business, huh?

Prediction: the days of the digital watches are number

Great Minds
Ray Bradbury refuses (0 leave “well enough” alone and
published a list of movies that had “the WRONG
endings”. OF course he re-wrote them! One I'd love o re-
write the ending for is HEAT with favorites DiNiro and
Pacino. A Great Flick. Great actors. In the classic diner
scene, Pacino, the cop, faces off with DiNiro the robber
and says “I'm gonna getcha * “Yeah ~ maybe, shrugs
DiNiro. (He shrugs good.) and adds, “But I can be gone in
30 seconds. See? You can’t do that. You got all that stuff —

fumiture, wife...” shrugs again, “but I'm already.
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sorrowing” to other bereaveds
somewhat seriously of collecting

Ot computer, aka a St.

permit my continued

In the movie, Pacino almost catches DiNiro in a bank
robbery but one small sound and DiNiro calls it &ff the
caper and is gone ~ (30 seconds) ~ which is how the
ending should have worked. But no, some Hollywood
twrkey has these two grown men leaping over fences and
fogt chasing all over the airport runways at LAX. Crap.
I'm with Bradbury: give us Watchers the chance (0 write
the right ending!

e peonalvows. |\

(a few with expanded explanation below*)

1wl pot make my self purposely uncomfortable

inany way. +

Twill continue to make the effort to eam Privilege.
. 1 will look up all those words 1 used to skip and

id not understand (hudna, hegira, ostinato,

analemma...

Lvill keep my weight down because  have all

MR e e o
It

418 (3 parih (.1 il k ont of mectings
movies and events that aren't right for me. (2) And
certainly no violent self imposed exercise routines.
(3) Say No more often

#I1. Best seats; first served; instant reservations; etc.
Strive for more of the non-cost extras that make Life

my lingering memories of Betty and sending off letiers
(multiple) of encouragement on the “process of
I am considering
those letters and.
publishing a pamphiet called Thoughts on Death & Dying.
You gotta face it. Nobody’s beat it yet.

Jude’s Pacemaker, to

energy suitable for writing,
lunching at Smittys, attending jazz
corresponding and robust health, Oh yeah,

200d. (
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The Greatest Conspiracy

is Christmas. That happy, music-
filled, giving season has just ended
and you know' what ~ could you
ever imagine a more magnificent
charade on such a global scale?
Without regard to regions, borders,
nationalities, or most religions, all
the sduls are the ugpy. willng
culpris, smiling, pretendineg, gentl
Iying (o “children with the most
worthy of intentions: creating.
happiness ~ for the moment.

0

The jazz scene took on a new dimension. You are now in
T e
mini- newsletter. A grand group of aficionados who “ds

things” for music, like )upporlmv school bands, donating

May One — the invasion of the body the presenc:
snafchers: insertion of a tiny

stcady suream of instruments, mentoring youn players,organizing musical
speaking, ever f
events, traveling,

16's wonderful. I love it. Too bad us grown folk don't have
the universal common sense to adopt the feeling of that
+ season for the following yéar. And the one after that. Etc.

The Ten Commandments aren’t multiple choice.

Some people
Was in travel agency exchanging some US currency for
Euros. A family of four - fathel, mother, two small
children - was in a cubicle arranging a trip when the little
boy made sounds like “bathroom”. Naturall, the father
politely asked the agent they were working with if he
could use the faci

The dummo agent said “We don't have a
public_ bathroom. It private.” The father
b LA S
e the
agent asked, “Can we let this litle b«vy use.
the bathroom” (Ready?] This supervior's
reply as she walked by was, “I'm at lunch”
and left. (In her absence, an “exception” was

made for the small boys needs) Who trains these

people? .

c Don't buy a lot of
WAYMISH books. [Why Are You Making It So
Hard...for me to give you my money?] Just order enough
books so you have one Tor every new employee as part of
his/er indoctrination package. At least get the new hire
on the right track by teaching them The Rule of Waymish:
not (o make it hard for your customers (o spend money
with your Company! Call 1 888 929 6474 toll free.

N

Ready, Aim. -
The ladies are excused for tis one, but

did you guys know that in every
Foon I AmeBres T T R
common house fyat bout 10 clock i he urinal? The
Dutch authorites claim & defiite improvement in
conditonssnce the adlfon of e s iy

High Level Capture

(direct news quote) “In early September, soldiers swooped
down on Albu Talha, a tiny village of mud huts and
shepherds. The arca was known as the ancestral home of

1

id. atleast 5 times and twice 1

passed through security. Reassuring, isn't it?)

regretfully underpaid) full time musicians who are ill or
fallen on bad times.

ved a knowing nod as [

says No. Any favor asked and you get a YES (unless its

his day with daughter Nicol.)

3
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I said to him one afternoon after he had spent more than

‘an hour straightening out a computer glitch for me, “How

problem.

o financially assist the talented (and

day?” Ray is an extre
from the screen, smiled slightly and purre
", and went back to recont

an you afford to do all this in the middle of a busi
nely calm man. He tmed slowly
E

Ray is also a most unusual salesman because he doesn’t

talk. Instead, he listens. Then when a client finishes

Hussen's mother,und a tp had suggested he was hiding
ther, Incongruously, th troops found CBS anchor Dan
Rather instead, wearing a flk Jacket and helmet.
Queston: Did US Ineligence quesion Rather, or rather,
did they quetion his intlligence? 1 pctoe Him crouched
iding nder his helmet. s that unfir? But
would ove 0 see  piture ik that! No, I don't ke i

s There a Doctor in the House?

e hard-rock band Hell on Earth announced a suicide by
a terminally ill person would take place on stage during
lhen st B ot oniNO, i e Cly

d sprang into action 10 pass a unanimous
unugsm) ordinance fhaking it illegal “to conduct a
suicide for commercial purposés, and also to host,
promote and sell tickets for such an event.”

Honeybd e By oot gid, s i sboun

candiy and I am a strong

e bl e e

previously gamcmd publicity by having st A

rinding up live rats in a

blender. Change the quesion. I tere a pychitestn the
house?

Remember these 2 things.
* Aan aardvark is aan aanimal like ann aanteater
+ A clean te will always attrac the soup of the day

I Love Selling.
And love to hear a real salesperson “at work.” Example.
In November, Chris and I were in Granada, Spain at Karl
Otto Skogland’s invitation to celebrat the opening of his
splendid new 25 ro

e T e SV e 00 i
(Anyone going near Granada Spain should contact me.
will send you the brochure and “family rate
marvelous hotel.)

When we were leaving, our travel plan to Holland was a
5:30 am. taxi to meet a 6:00 am. bus to make the flite
from Malaga to Madrid (0 interconneet to Amsterdam. No
‘200d. The first bus feft t00 late to meet the plane to make
the connection, ete. Drat!

“No problem!,” cheerily announces master hotelier
Skogland, “You should take a new car, a Mercedes, clean,

5

safe, with a trusted driver who knows the road, who
knows precisely how to get to the airport, who gets you
there on time, comfortably and early

“We can arrange this. So let us do that. ¢ will be about
$100 and well worth it. So you can be picked up early
{omorrow tight here atthe door, Bave all your bagé carricd
to the car by the man, no changing, no dragging baggage,
no standing on street corners. You. get into a nice car, g0
05leep, rest and you are in Malaga in plenty of time. This
s the best way. And how does your Clint Eastwood say it?
1t will make you day?”

Now you who consider yourselves sales people...is this &
classic presentation — or what? Right off the top of his
head. I'quickly wrote down  exactly what he said. Read
the words. It all there:

‘The Situation.

‘The Problem.

Solution.

Benefits.

‘The Cost.

The reinforced images of comfort, on time arival,
knowledgeable driver.

The confident Close: “We can arrange this.”

For students of Sales, it's the Assumpiive Close. No
doub. No questions. Done. Is fun listening (o a super
salesman.

People Don't Listen...to Themselves
otherwise, why would they say?

“You never heard this before?”

“You don’t remember me telling you this?”

“If you'd told that me before...”

“What's the matter with you?”

Al scolding. Every one
(0 say any of these in a cool, even
tone. Try it. Strong opinion: Scolding is no
200d. Loses friends. Makes people angry.
Answer: Figure out another way 10 say it

Reminds me of an ancient Arthur Green line. [ was driving
his Lincoln, blowing the hom, and berating the slower
driver ahead of me. He laughed. That laugh made me

1.

huge tubs of chemicals, sometimes
wipe up the floor with your jacket or pants and then after
slam spoting an gt ding Wi Chemicals
retur your duds sparkling and covered wi

0 your handy neighborhood

s Wi
uld, we-could-not

spols-on-this-garment” tagh.

Now to my exceptional sal.
Well,this fateful Friday, it was late aftemoon and I was
casually driving thru Washington DC, headed home to
Philadelphia when  saw
EANERS” Hmmm. Never
Asked for the owner. He stepped out, dressed in shirt and

aBig plant with a sign “ARISTO
e of e Sioppedin

angrier. I snapped “What??”. He smiled, “How do you
handle Big problems?” Ouch. Another Lesson of Life.

I hate advice — except when I'm giving it

Jazz Notes
Witng is riggered by comments. When I mentioned
hearing Stdn Kenton when he first came to the East Coast,
someone in my LAJazz group commented “Boy! You
have been listening 10 jazz for a long time.” So in bits, I
jotted down helter skelter memories of bands, places,
happenings since I heard my firs big band in 1935, I¢s
printed in a 12 page pamphlet. If you don't have one and
Want one or want more than one, just ¢ mail me.
raycon] @rayconsidine.com.

Lady Jane
Son Chris sat next o her on a flight from Mexico. They
talked. She described her extraordinasy company,
Summit, which designs and manufactures extremely high
fashion teak outdoor furniture. A prime market; the decks
of super yachts in the Mediterranean. Another, the
unlikely area of Bahrain and such Arabian countries where
the oil-ich are in an unholy race to build the “biggest and
longest” mammoth yachs

The up shot of Chris’s conversation is a delightful
friendship with Jane and a day-long sales session with her
Monterey California staf as they launched their 25th
anniversary. Moral of the story: send your son out flying
all over the hemisphere.

Advice on Handling Life:

)\ You gotta be ready for the fast ball (Ted
Williams).

Some. mistakes are
100 much fun to only
make once.

Birthdays are good
for you; the more
you have, the longer
You live.

tie ~ not the usual working wholesale dry cleaner atire
“Ab." he says, I understand you are from Adco. We've

ning (o try your soap. Could you have 5 drums
here Monday moming by 5:30 a.m. so we can test it?"
Test 122 5 DRUMS! 1 only had to sell 5 drums a week to
‘make my commission draw!

But the ice-cold truth was ... didn't have 5 drums
anywhere gear. Our plant was in Sedalia, Missouri, fer
god's sake. But I smiled. I am a salesman. nodded my
head affirmatively and said, “They'll be here and thank
‘you for the order”, furiously wondering ‘where the hell
was 1 going to get five 55 gallon steel drums over a
weekend and delver themin Washington DC by

Monday moming?

[You'll have to wait to hear the Big Finish and how wé
had to eventually set up a warehouse for this one cleanet
when this new Great Sale book comes out —after you send

Why should you send a story? You'll get fiée copies
(plural) when the book is printed  lavishly autographed,
with thanks. Such a deal. Well, look what the Chicken
Soup guys did ~ 70 million copies with other people’s
stories...EE mail your Great

accounting, jew
contracting; e raising. Sources ,,mm.m if requested.
Every story will be much appreciated.

Tsn't i interesting that all the news every day fits exactly
in the newspaper

Futures: Feb speech for George Throop's Bldg

Association (on my birthday 2/17); a special one for

Chairman of the Board, Cal Adams, Mar 23. May could be:

e in Boston, Ramesh Shresha's invitation

ind; the possible collusion with Christian

s in Oslo, Norway May 17,

conversations in G
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adventures.

Did you hear about the tiny Chinese island that final
mail service. Problem is,it’s all junk mail

. needed, he very quietly sa

that” Nothing else. He stands there. Amazing the

do
couficbatag g,

Intrigued, 1 asked, “Don’t you ever say No?” —and he
this — “You can’t make money saying No.”

Ahbb, the lessons learned.

Californians are not politically motivated as long

as the

ot tub works (or as long as The new Gov, Ah-nold repeals

the vehicle tax.)

Serious request. I'm planning a new

S g oay

way. The stranger the twist, the better, That legenda
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ade
were accidents — totally unplanned, out of left field, fell

o B i

ackground: 1 was on the road fresh out
o college selling high priced s0ap to
wholesale dry cleaning plants. Not the
cleaner down your street. But the Big

s s e st

i e
return your duds sparkling
cellophane to your handy nc shborhond
often with “Try-i
spots-on-this-garn

Now to my exceptional sale

allt
could, we-could-not-remove-the-
5

‘Well, his fateful Friday, it was late aftemoon and 1 was
casually driving thru Washington DC, headed home to
U ot L
CLEANERS." Hmmm. Never heard of them. Stopped'in.
SRl i o R

My Wish for You

1Wish you Noise:
the laughter of friends
the instant joy of a joke
the roar of the ocean
music to make your heart leap
the crackle of a good fire

I Wish you Quiet

fime to read each page of a book
t0 wonder about lfe
_ 1o look at artand ry o understand the
to listen to someong breathing beside you

I Wish you Challenges

t0 raise questions and get answers
to stretch your mind to new arenas

10 understand it doesn'talways go your way

10 face adversity with strength and courage

I Wish you Comjorts

memorable meals with close fiiends
arm bed with a good
e your home plac:
sense to abide the quirkiness of friends
to feel the love of your extended family
In 2004, ry this...
BE CONSIDERATE
0 everyone

And the year Will be better for you.

WARNING

Do Not Read This Section...Unless Your Name Is In I

Notes of Appreciation in 2003

Alan Rosenspan for 2nd NEDMA gig. (Alex: Wanna go for
3 in May?) And the pleasure (this is strange to say) of being
part of ADTrottenberg’s eulogy team. If ever you need a
shining example of How To Do A Memorial, ask me. It was
beautiful, story-filled, character revealing, loving and entirely’

Margit Weisgal’s welcome Baltimore reports. Brother Dick's

long, fascinating fact-finding e mails from his Fi

of

Secrets searching, and my astonishment at

revelations of his global seafaring escapades.

My son Chris’s concens during our Euro-travels for my
health, heart and comfort, especially for putting us in First
Class all the way! Daughter Lisa’s chatty, cheery frequent

phone and e mail check
- grand daughters Iz, As, and doings of Wayne’s world

Dave Austin’s flow of letters and thoughtful Mass cards.
Murray Raphel’s lightning fast replies and lengthy, lively
travelogues. Rich Johnson a5 a zany companion for any rainy

or sunny day (as long as he doesn'’t try to convert me.) Dand

Durham, the ever-ready Bunny on the Hill. Ted Cohn's

s with news of our Oakland family.

constant generosity, ideas, edits and humor. (Rumor: He may
be replacing Bobby Short at the Carlyle Hotel piano in 2004.)

The ping pong lunch conversations with Horst Lechler at
Twi

n Palms or Bizou. My “all news

invitations to intriguing Caltech and 505 events.

The fun of working with my Gateway Tower boss, Virginia
Woods. The family huddle feeling of the LAJazz Society
gang. Being the object of Lym\'& constant/welcome TLC at
reat companion that she is. The

home and on the road, -
e S S

Manager “Lucky” t the comet 711 when 1 foget my eoffes

or paper money.

y " luncheons with the
femme Walter Winchell of Pasadena, my pal Mary Wilson,
who delivers a better flow of local info than an issue of the
local Star News. O'Rourke,wlio always remembers 0 send

The laughs, faxes, jokes, Harvey Mackay columns and

not the usual working wholesale dry cleaner atire.
A et ot e e A ATELE
been meaning to try your soap. Could you have 5 drums
h y 5:30 am. 50 we can test it?
Tect 1725 DRUMS! Tonly had 0 5ell 5 drums a week to
make my commission draw!

But the ice-cold truth was ... didn’t have S drums

anywhere gear, Our plant was in Sedali, Missour, fer

sake. But I smiled. I am a salesman. T nodded my

vely and said, “They'll be here and thank

you for the order”, furiously wondering *where the hell

was 1 going to get five 55 gallon steel drums over a

weekend and deliver them in Washington DC by 5:30 am.
Monday morning?

Dou'l Have towi o bea the B Fiish s how e
had to eventually set up a warchouse for this one cleaner
whes i e Ot AL RO o
your story!]

Why should you send a story? You'll get firée copies
(plural) when the bogk is printed — lavishly autographed,
with thanks. Such a deal. Well, look what the Chicken
Soup guys did — 70 million copies with other people’s
stories...E mil your Great Sale story whether its about
selling cars, carpets, clothes, real estate, prin
accounting, jewel r food service, consuling,
contracting or fund raising. oy protected if requested.
Every story will be much appreciated.

Isn'tif interestin that all the news every day fits exactly
i the newspaper?

Futures: Feb speech for George Throop's Bldg
Association (on my birthday 2/17); a special one for
Chairman of the Board, Cal Adams, Mar 23. May could be:
full with a maybe in Boston, Ramesh Shresha’s invitation
to Bankok,Thalnd; the possbecollusion il Cirisian
Sidi o7

since we three discovered in our conversations
e 2l o i et e gl Ak e
adventures

Did you hear about the tiny Chinese island that final
mail service. Problem i, i’s all junk mail

automotive advices* from MO-noE. Sweethearts like Liz
Casey of United Airlines who know how to make a guy goofy
with thanks. The on-going ¢ mail tug of words, news and
debate emanating from Rudy Oetting. Re-upping one dinner

in Hein in New York into an LA friendship now that
i Staples Center LA. (Yea Lakcn’) Or trying to make a
two continent splice of two characters like Shane Weaver of
Hong Kong and Brian Bor. Hopkins of South Afric (They
deserve cach other) The surprise of Lisa Watson and Jos
Birken from Singapore appearing here in LA for a late
December Christmas dinner as they passed thru to Minne-so-
[

‘The pride of doing a small bit for Police Chief Melekian on
New Year's Eve by visiting the crowded caravans of out-of-
town mobile home visitors and enlisting them one by one as
extra eyes & ears of Rosé Parade security. The awesome

from 3 stories above the gorgeous magnificent millon-
flowered Rose Parade floats for two full hours on New Ye
moming ~ for about the 19th (?) year, courtesy of our
Brazilian bon vivant, Roberto Ellsworth

1 was intrigued (amazed) at the e mail response fo
question: “What's with this Resurrection of Sinatra?” The
horde of answers proves that his fans bracket the ages of 15
through the mid 80's. The tenor of most replics was “For me
he never went away.” and still going strong! So I went out and
bought the CD Duet I 50's not to miss what Francis Albert
could do at age 78. A wonder he was — s.

uch appreciation for the heart felt and diverse e mail-
telephone-fax concems when those California autumn fires
swept through in the Fall devouring and devastating all too
ind people. With raging, unpredictably shifting
lly in minutes, home, house, furniture,
photographs - everything you worked for, gone. S0 sad. How
lucky the rest of us are,

A final kick in the year was Lynn and I loading the sleigh
(Mustang) with girl gifts and scooting off to spend a grand,
casual, do-nothing 4 days in Oakland for Christmas. Movies,
books, Scrabble and Risk games (the teenagers cleancd
‘Wayne's clock) and just “being family” while Chris and Cathi
made their annual hegira to their house in Belize.

Best of all...the rapid global interchange of e mail pitch &
catch that keeps the web of our friendships and family spun
and snugged up tight. God bless.
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